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ABSTRACT 
 
YULIA RACHMAWATY WITAMIMARTHA: The Influence of the Application 
of Collaborative Learning on the Students’ Achievement in 
English Vocabulary at the Eighth Year Students of MTsN 
Jalaksana Kabupaten Kuningan 
 
Most of students feel difficult to learn English especially in vocabulary. 
Likewise with the eighth year students of MTsN Jalaksana Kabupaten Kuningan. 
Theyare difficult to increase their English vocabulary and the effect is they do not 
have motivated to study English. This is caused they feel bored with the learning 
process applied by the teacher. Therefore, the writer wants to apply an interesting and 
active learning method, it is the Collaborative Learning. 
The aims of the research are to find out the students‘ achievement before 
applying collaborative learning, to find out the students‘ achievement after applying 
collaborative learning, and to find out the positive and significant influence of the 
application of collaborative learning on the students‘ achievement in English 
vocabulary at the eighth year students of MTsN Jalaksana Kabupaten Kuningan. 
Learning method is one of supporting factor tothe students‘ achievement in 
mastering English skill. In learning English, the students must learn four language 
skills; listening, speaking, reading, and writing. There are also some language 
components, and one of them is vocabulary. Vocabulary development is very 
important for students to improve their language ability and skills. In order that the 
students can improve their English vocabulary, easier and also don‘t feel bored in 
learning process. The teacher can apply an interesting learning method. And one of an 
interesting learning technique is Collaborative Learning Method. 
The approach of the research is using quantitative approach. It means that 
the data which is obtained from the field of the research is analyzed statistically by 
using the formula of correlation by Pearson and DC. And the population of the 
research is all of the eighth year students of MTsN Jalaksana Kabupaten Kuningan. 
The amount of them from 8 classes are 235 students. In this research, the writer took 
the studentsfrom grade VII D who become respondents as sample consist of 35 
students. 
The analysis of the test shows: the first is the mean of the students‘ 
achievement before applying collaborative learning (X) is 66. The second is the mean 
of the students‘ achievement after applying collaborative learning (Y) is 79. And the 
last is the correlation of the application of collaborative learning on the students‘ 
achievement in English vocabulary with the score of―r‖ Product Moment= 
(0.783>0.349 and 0.783>0.449).It can be concluded that the application of 
collaborative learning can increase the students‘ achievement in English vocabulary. 
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. The Background of the Problem 
English is one of the most important languages in the world. It is spoken 
by many people all over the world, either as first or second language. As 
international language English has been taught in almost every level of education 
in Indonesia. It becomes one of the main subjects for elementary up to college 
students. 
In learning English, the students must learn four language skill; listening, 
speaking, reading, and writing. There are also some language components, and 
one of them is vocabulary. Vocabulary development is very important for 
students to improve their language ability and skills. A variety of studies have 
proven that appropriate vocabulary instruction benefits language students, 
especially school-age learners.  According to Jack C. Richard and Willy (2002: 
255) ―Vocabulary is a core component of language proficiency and provides 
much of the basis for how well learners speak, listen, read, and write. Without an 
extensive vocabulary and strategies for acquiring new vocabulary, learner often 
achieves less than their potential and may be discouraged from making use of 
language learning opportunities around them‖. 
The writer know that English have been learned when we are still early 
age, because memory and comprehension of a child is still good. According to 
Alec Templeton in http://www.englishidea.net/teenagers.html “12-13 year-olds 
have a deep desire to develop their capacity to make logical judgments sharpening 
what they might already have‖. 
Base on the statement above, vocabulary is very suitable to be studied by 
the children. It is the first step to study English, because in learning language the 
students must learn from the easy level.  Easy level for the students is learning 
vocabulary, because vocabulary is an English component that learns about kinds 
of words. 
Meanwhile, the teaching vocabulary process is not still perfectly learned 
and to teach English in children is not easy because a child has different character 
with an adult. According to Stella Vosniadou in her book How Children Learn 
(2001: 230) 
The psychologist Lev Vygotsky said the way childrenlearn is 
byinternalizing the activities, habits, vocabularyand ideas of the 
members of thecommunity in whichthey grow up.The establishment of 
a fruitful collaborative and co-operativeatmosphere is an essential part 
of school learning.Research has shown that social collaboration can 
boost studentachievement, provided that the kinds of interactions that 
areencouraged contribute to learning. Finally, social activities 
areinteresting in their own right and help to keep studentsinvolved in 
their academic work. Students work harder toimprove the quality of 
their products (essays, projects, artwork,etc.) when they know that they 
will be shared with otherstudents. 
In case of enriching students‘ vocabulary, the researcher takes the research 
about the use of collaborative learning to increase the students‘ achievement in 
English vocabulary. 
In the website of http://edtech.kennesaw.edu/intech/cooperativelearning 
htmstate that: 
Collaborative learning is a successful teaching strategy in which 
small teams, each with students of different levels of ability, use a 
variety of learning activities to improve their understanding of a subject. 
Each member of a team is responsible not only for learning what is 
taught but also for helping teammates learn, thus creating an atmosphere 
of achievement. Students work through the assignment until all group 
members successfully understand and complete it.  
 
Base on the statement above the writer know that the application of 
collaborative learning can describe the students‘ ability to think critically, 
creatively, and reflective. Because this method is using the student centered, so 
the students are given the opportunity to participate in group discussion. 
Today, the eighth year students of MTsN Jalaksana Kabupaten Kuningan 
are difficult to increase their English vocabulary. The effect is they do not have 
motivated to study English. The writer will take research that the application of 
collaborative will be useful to increase the students‘ achievement in English 
vocabulary. 
B. The Identification of the Problem 
The problem in this research is classified into following section: 
1. The Field of the Research 
The field of the research of this thesis is method of teaching. 
2. The kinds  of the problem 
The kinds of problem of this thesis are the student difficult to increase 
their English vocabulary and the method of teaching that used is not effective 
to increase the students‘ English vocabulary. 
3. The main problem 
The main problem of this thesis is the students‘ weakness in English 
vocabulary. Therefore, the writer tries to apply a method by using 
collaborative learning to increase the students‘ English vocabulary. 
C. The Limitation of the Problem 
To limit the problem, the writer has divided it into three kinds of problem; 
they are the application of collaborative learning, the students‘ achievement in 
English vocabulary, and analyzing the data. 
D. The Questions of the Research 
1. How is the students‘ achievement in English vocabulary before applying 
collaborative learning? 
2. How is the students‘ achievement in English vocabulary after applying 
collaborative learning? 
3. Is there any significant influence of the application of collaborative learning 
on the students‘ achievement in English vocabulary? 
E. The Aims of the Research 
The aims of the research in writing this thesis are as follows: 
1. To find out the students‘ achievement in English vocabulary before applying 
collaborative learning. 
2. To find out the students‘ achievement in English vocabulary after applying 
collaborative learning. 
3. To find out the influence of the application of collaborative learning on the 
students‘ achievement in English vocabulary. 
F. The Usage of the Research 
The writer expects that this final project has some significance: 
1. For the writer 
It gives the writer a motivation that teaching English vocabulary is not 
difficult and knows about the Collaborative Learning Method, so the 
knowledge to be use in the future. 
2. For the English teachers 
It will give the teachers better insight into theCollaborative Learning 
Method and make them realize that theCollaborative Learning Method is also 
worth in learning English Vocabulary especially in junior high school and it is 
one of techniques in learning English. 
3. For the students 
The use of Collaborative Learning Method helps students to increase 
English vocabulary in learning process and to get knowledge how to make 
classroom more interesting. 
. BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
 
Arends, R, I . 1992. Classroom Instruction and Management, New York: The Mc. 
Grov Hill. Compani, Inc. 
Arikunto, Suharsimi. 2007. Manajemen Penelitian. Jakarta: Rineka Cipta. 
--------------------------. 2009. Dasar-DasarEvaluasiPendidikan (EdisiRevisi). Jakarta:   
Bumi Aksara. 
--------------------------. 1996. Prosedur Penelitian Suatu Pendekatan Praktek. Jakarta: 
Rineka Cipta. 
Brown, H. Douglas. 1995. Teaching by Principles an Interactive Approach to 
Language Pedagogy. New York: Pearson Education. 
Frank, Marcella. 1972. Modern English a Practical reference guide. New Jersey: 
Prentice-Hall, Inc. 
Mas‘ud, Fuad. 2005. Essential of English Grammar. Yogyakarta: BPFE Yogyakarta. 
Hadfield, Jill & Hadfield, Charles. 2011. Introduction to Teaching English. New 
York. Oxford University Press. 
Herrel, Adrienne & Michael Jordan. 2004. Fifty Strategies for Teaching English 
Language Learners. New Jersey: Pearson Education. 
Hiebert H, Elfrida and Kamil L, Michael.2005.Teaching Learning Vocabulary. 
London: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Publisher.  
Hornby, A.S.. 2000. Oxford Learner’s Pocket Dictionary. New York: Oxford          
University Press. 
Isjoni. 2009. Cooperative Learning. Bandung: Alfabeta. 
Johan, AGhani. 1996. Reading & Translation. Yogakarta: Pustaka Pelajar.  
Kartono, Kartini. 1996. Pengantar Metodologi Riset Sosial. Bandung: CV 
MandarMaju.  
Lang, Hellmut R. & David N Evans. 2006. Models, Strategies, and Methods for 
Effective Teaching. New York: Pearson education. 
Larsen, Diane & Freeman. 2003. Technique and Principles in Language Teaching. 
New York: Oxford University Press. 
Lie, Anita. 2008. Cooperative Learning. Jakarta: Grasindo. 
Nasution S, 1996. Metode Research. Jakarta: BumiAksara. 
Richard, Jack C. & Schmidt, Richad. 2002. Longman Dictionary of Language 
Teaching & Applied Linguistics. Malaysia: Pearson Education. 
Rubin, Dorothy. 1978. Vocabulary Expansion I. New York: MacMillan Publishing 
co,.INC.  
Shane, Harold G. 1956. Using Good English. Republic of the Philippines: Laidlaw 
Brothers. 
Siregar, Sofian. 2011. Statistika Deskriptif Untuk Penelitian. Jakarta: Rajawali 
Press. 
Slavin, E. Robert. 1995. Cooperative Learning theory, research, and practice.USA: 
A Simon and Schuster Company. 
Strumpf, Michael. 2008. The Complete Grammar. India: Goodwill Publishing 
House. 
Subana, dkk. 2005.Statistik Pendidikan. Bandung: Pustaka Setia,  
Sudijono, Anas. 2003. Penganta Statistik Pendidikan. Jakarta: Raja GrafindoPersada. 
 
http://www.englishidea.net/teenagers.html. Retrieved on July 31
th
2012, at 14.55 p.m. 
http://edtech.kennesaw.edu/intech/cooperativelearning.htm. Retrieved on August 1
st
 
2012, at 08.20 a.m. 
http://jigsaw.org. Retrieved on August 1
st
 2012, at 10.05 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
